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5 Agreements sxgned under the Frame Work of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) has
N

included Geographical Indication (GI) as one of the Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs). India,

\&J\ 1 /;’ beifx a signatory to the agreement has also enacted the GI Act, 1999 and Rule 2003 for
a0 : ection of Gl designated products of the country. The unique hand woven and hand crafted
dwfﬁ ‘D/f/xhles, which constitute an important component of Indian Textile Industry also quahﬁes for

==

Gl reglstrahon under the Acte. g- Sujini Embroidery and Bhagalpur Silk Wthh are known for

ar-9% 0 unique des:gn product process, motifs and associated to a particular geographmal area. The

fl* IPR Protection of these products will help this important produce, which bears generational
.Iegacy and depicts socio-cultural ethos of India in protecting the Intellectual Property against

infringement and help in promoting the products both in domestic and international markets.
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In order to support thousands of weavers/artisans nf hand wnven /hand ~raftad tavidian



As of now, the Committee has facilitated GI registration of 46 products and are helping
many producers in registering themselves in the Part - B of the Act as Authorised User. Some of
the prominent products registered by Committee are Banaras Brocades & Sarees, Lucknow
Chikan Craft, Khandua Sarees, Balarampuram Cotton Sarees, Paithani Sarees & Fabrics,
Pochampally Ikat, etc. As a part of the Post Gl Initiatives, the Committee has prepared detailed

model Manual for implementation of different activities in a systematic and sustained manner.

The protection of traditional products of the country is utmost important in view of the
growing infringement by other countries. The protection could also save the niche market and
the livelihood of the million stakeholders associated with the product. Besides strengthening

these important source of livelihood to thousands of artisans/ weavers associated with it.

In view of the above, I request vou to be a part of this initiative for protecting and
promoting this traditional heritage of the country and helping thousands of weavers. The
Textiles Committee would always be happy to support the State Government by facilitating GI

Registration of the products and implementing Post-GI Initiatives for the Registered products.
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Yours sincerely,
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(Dr. Kavita Gupta)

Shri Anjani Kumar Singh, I1AS,
Chief Secretary,

Government of Bihar,

Old Secretariat,

Patna-800015.

Bihar.
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